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When he reached his own country, he summoned together all his

kindred and told them all that had happened. They were very sad
when they heard that the book was lost, and bewildered because they
dad no means of enlightenment. They resolved to call a Durbar of
all the Khasis to consider how they could carry on their worship in a
becoming way and with some uniformity, so as to secure for them-
selves the three great blessings of humanity— health, wealth, and
families.

Since that day the Khasis have depended for their knowledge of
sacred worship on the traditions that have come down from one
generation to the other from their ancestors who sat in the great
Durbar after the sacred book was lost, while the foreigners learn

how to worship from books.”
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thinking Khasis recoil with loathing and horror, inasmuch as it in-
volves the perpetration of crimes, for this god can only be propiti-
ated by offerings of human sacrifices, with many revolting and bat-
baric rites.

The clans who are reputed to be the devotees and worshippers of
the Thlen are regarded with aversion and fear throughout the coun-
try, and to them are attributed many kinds of atrocities, such as the
kidnapping of children, murders and attempted murders, and many
are the tales of hair-breadth escapes from the clutches of these mis-

creants, who are known as Nongshohnohs.™*
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